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Apolytikion of the Feast. 1t Mode.
Rejoice, O Full of Grace, Virgin Theotokos! For from
you arose the Sun of Righteous-ness, even Christ
our God, giving light to those in darkness. As for
you, O righteous Elder, be glad! For you have taken
in your arms the Liberator of our souls, who also
grants us the resurrection.
Xaipe kexaportwpévn Oeotoke [TapOéve: €k oo
vo avételev 6 "HAlog g dikatoovvng, XoLotog
0 Oeog MUV, PwTiCwv Tovg év okoTeL. Evgoaivou
kat ov [ToeoPuta dikate, defdpevog €v drykdAoug
TOV €AevBeQWTNV TV PLXWV TJHWV, XAQLLOMEVOV
ULV kat v Avaotaotv.

Apolytikion of the Resurrection. Grave Mode.
You abolished death by your Cross; to the thief you
opened Paradise. You changed the lamentation of
the myrrh-bearing women; and you commanded
your apostles to preach that you are risen, O Christ
our God, granting the world great mercy.

Kontakion for the Meeting of the Lord. 1stMode.
Christ God, Who, in being born, consecrated a
virgin womb, and fittingly blessed the hands of the
elder, wise Symeon, You show even now that You
have already saved us, O Lord. But bring peace
upon this, Your commonwealth, in times of war,
and grant fortitude to our sovereigns, whom You
have loved, O only true Friend of man.

APOSTOLIC READING - Heb. 7:7 - 17
BRETHREN, it is beyond dispute that the inferior is
blessed by the superior. Here tithes are received by
mortal men; there, by one whom it is testified that
he lives. One might even say that Levi himself, who
receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he
was still in the loins of his ancestor when
Melchizedek met him. Now if perfection had been
attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for
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under it the people received the law), what further
need would there have been for another priest to
arise after the order of Melchizedek, rather than one
named after the order of Aaron? For when there is a
change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a
change in the law as well. For the one of whom
these things are spoken belonged to another tribe,
from which no one has ever served at the altar. For
it is evident that our Lord was descended from
Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said
nothing about priests. This becomes even more
evident when another priest arises in the likeness of
Melchizedek, who has become a priest, not
according to a legal requirement concerning bodily
descent but by the power of an indestructible life.
For it is witnessed of him, “You are a priest forever,
according to the order of Melchizedek.”

GOSPEL READING - Lk. 2:22 — 40

AT THAT TIME, the parents brought the child Jesus
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is
written in the law of the Lord, “Every male that
opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”)
and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in
the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtle doves, or two
young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem,
whose name was Simeon, and this man was
righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ. And in the Spirit he came into the temple;
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to
do for him according to the custom of the law, he
took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have
seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the



presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the
Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” And
his father and his mother marveled at what was said
about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to
Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is set for the fall
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is
spoken against (and a sword will pierce through
your own soul also), that thoughts of many hearts
may be revealed.” And there was a prophetess,
Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher;
she was of a great age, having lived with her
husband seven years from her virginity, and as a
widow till she was eighty-four. She did not depart
from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer
night and day. And coming up at that very hour she
gave thanks to God, and spoke of him to all who
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. And
when they had performed everything according to
the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to
their own city, Nazareth. And the child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of
God was upon him.

THE NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and
invisible. And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before
all ages; Light of Light, true God of true God,
begotten, not created, of one essence with the Father,
through Whom all things were made. Who for us
men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin
Mary and became man. He was crucified for us
under Pontius Pilate, and suffered and was buried;
And He rose on the third day, according to the
Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father; And He will come
again with glory to judge the living and the dead.
His kingdom shall have no end. And in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of life, Who proceeds
from the Father, Who together with the Father and
the Son is worshiped and glorified, Who spoke

through the prophets. In one, holy, catholic, and
apostolic Church. I confess one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. I look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the age to come.

COMMUNION PRAYERS

(Read aloud by the Congregation)

I believe and confess, Lord, that You are truly the
Christ, the Son of the living God, Who came into the
world to save sinners, of whom I am the first. I also
believe that this is truly Your pure Body and that
this is truly Your precious Blood. Therefore, I pray
to You, have mercy upon me, and forgive my
transgressions, voluntary and involuntary, in word
and deed, known and unknown and make me
worthy, without condemnation, to partake of Your
pure Mysteries for the forgiveness of sins and for life
eternal. Amen. How shall I, who am unworthy,
enter into the splendor of Your saints? If I dare to
enter into the bridal chamber, my clothing will
accuse me, since it is not a wedding garment; and
being bound up, I shall be cast out by the angels. In
Your love, Lord, cleanse my soul and save me.
Loving Master, Lord Jesus Christ, my God, let not
these Holy Gifts be to my condemnation because of
my unworthiness, but for the cleansing and
sanctification of soul and body and the pledge of
future life and Kingdom. It is good for me to cling to
God and to place in Him the hope of my salvation.
Receive me today, Son of God, as a partaker of Your
mystical supper. I will not reveal your mystery to
Your adversaries. Nor will I give You a kiss as did
Judas. But as the thief, I confess to You: Lord,
Remember me in Your Kingdom.



