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holiday—a holiday that, for all 
its good intentions, 
nevertheless often encourages 
excessive consumption. 
Moreover, it has been 
augmented by consumer 
“holidays”, like “Black Friday” 
and “Cyber Monday”. 

Additionally, many businesses, 
schools, and other 
organizations have Christmas 
or “Holiday” parties that are 
largely devoid of any pious 
contemplation of our Lord’s 
Nativity, and encourage often 
ironic displays of festive cheer. 
 

The conscience of an 
Orthodox Christian, aware that 
it is called to join in the Church
-wide observance of fasting 
during this season, is often 
challenged by long-standing 

work, school, and family 
customs that are simply 
ignorant of our own. Our 
parishes are influenced, too, 
since they operate on the 
border between the world and 
the kingdom of heaven, and 
inevitably bear characteristics 

of the local culture. 
 

Considering these things, we 
can enter this season 
committed to honoring our 
Lord by means of the sacred 
traditions of his Church, 
while employing discernment 
and charity when conflicted. 
The experience of the Saints 

invites us to be lenient with 
others and strict with 
ourselves; to not make a show 
of our piety, while yet not 
abandoning it. 
 

May we arrive at the feast in all 
its splendor, singing from our 
purified hearts 
 

 “Glory to God in the highest 
and, on earth, peace!” 

N ovember 15, marks the 
beginning of the Nativity 

Fast, a forty-day period that 
ends on December 25. It is a 
graduated fast, which begins 
moderately, and becomes 
more strict about two weeks 
prior to the feast. 
 

Unlike the Great Fast that 
precedes Holy Week and 
Pascha, which forbids the 
celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy on weekdays, it is 
customary in many places 
to offer forty consecutive 
liturgies during this period. 
This is not a practice we yet 
observe here at St. Nektarios 
Church, but perhaps it will be 
in the future. (Holy Trinity 
Cathedral does observe this 
venerable custom, and you are 
encouraged to benefit from it.) 
 

For Orthodox Christians living 
in a non-Orthodox society (and 
a highly consumerist one, at 
that), honoring this fast can 
prove challenging. 
 

Not even two weeks in, we 
have the national Thanksgiving 

“ . . . [the] observance 

of fasting during this 

season is often 

challenged by long-

standing work, school, 

and family customs” 
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In our prayers 

Tim    Aphroula    John    Pat    KS    Joe    Kim   Johanna    Edward    Tina    Theona    Helen   DG    Chuck    
Handsel    Mason     Robin & Benny    John & Elaine    Jennifer & family    Eleftheria    Mary    Shan     Dawn 

Grant    Jack    Phyllis    Melton family    Tish    Joanne    Christina    Stephen    Barbara & Spiro 

Gloria    Phil & Ronnie    John & Michelle & family    MP    MSR    Ashley   Glen   Cheryl & Brian   Paul   Dina 

John T.   John D.   Terry   Dorothy  Erma (Hermione)    Phyllis    John    Emmanoeuel     

Marihiam  Helen    Debbie    Hanna     Chris    Greg 

 
 

We started a new list for October. If you would like to stay on the list, please re-submit your names. 
 

FOR THOSE IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 

Helene     Jordan    Krassimire     Nicholas      Michael      Constantine     Zack     
Matthew     Amanda     Danielle     Anton   Jimmy    Thomas    Cris 

 

Congratulations and best wishes 

Births and 40 day blessings 

To Sydney and Ryan Bolin on the birth of their son, Micah Gentry 

To Casey and Nick Yiottis on the birth and 40 day blessing of  their daughter, Anastasia 

To Dea Tchikaberidze and Giorgi Otiashvili on the birth and 40 day blessing of their daughter, Eva 

To Great-Grandma, Sandy Capousis on the birth of her great-grandson, Micah  
 

Chrismations and Baptisms 

To Amanda & Jimmy Demopoulos on the baptism of Penelope’s brother, Richard George and to his godmother, 
Joanna Housiadas  

 

To Christina and Zach Berry on the baptism of their daughter, Sophia Natasha  
and to her godparent, George Macropoulos 

 

MARRIAGES 

To Julianna Kandeliantc and Mikhail Apiyan on their marriage & to their sponsors 

Zhanetta and George Stathos 

To Ekaterina Kokareva & Nabeeh Muammar on their marriage & to their sponsor, Elie Azar 
 

With Sympathy on the Repose 

of our beloved brothers and sisters in Christ 
 

To the Georgiou family on the repose of Ekaterini Georgiou  

To the Haralambous family on the repose of Evanthia Haralambous  

To the Canoutas family on the repose of Hariklia Canoutas  

To the Thevaos family on the repose of Philip’s father Theo George Thevaos 

To the family of Maria Marinos Pappas on her repose  

To the Sanders and Kokklanaris families on the repose of Nikki’s husband, William Scott Sanders 

To the Varitimos and Edwards families on the repose of Nina Edwards’ father, Theodore Varitimos  

To the Peroulas family on the repose of Eleftherios "Larry" Peroulas 

To the Collis family on the repose of, James Collis  

To the Gulas, Anderson & Kofinas’ families on the repose of Marion (Anderson) Gulas  

To the family of Catherine Manthos on her repose 

To the Nickolopoulos Family on the repose of Tommy’s mother, Bessie 

To the Tekin, Pamukci, and Tash families on the repose of their mother, Hasine Tekin 

To the Lazarou, Hefner and Bisbikis families on the passing of their mother and yiayia  
Penelope Lazarou  

To the Mitsoulis family on the repose of Soula Mitsoulis  

To the family of John Konstandinos Stambolitis on his repose 

To the Parasho family on the repose of George’s mother, Marina 
 

In Appreciation 

Thanks to Diane Gilbert and Copycat for printing the Church Bulletin and Newsletter. 
 

Thank you to all who allowed us to use your photos for this month’s newsletter, Fr. Andrseas, Presbytera Meredyth,               
Fr. Nektarios, Presbytera Ellia, Kim Braswell, Jim Keown and John Cosmas 

 

kclewell@stnektarios.org 

 

FOCUS ON OUR COMMUNITY 

Celebrations, Milestones, Comfort & Support  

In the Spotlight 
Anointing 

Kit Ministry 
Receiving the Relics of  

St. Nektarios  

On October 18, 2002 
Metropolitan Ephraim of Ydras, 
Spetson and Aeginis presented 
the Holy Relics of our patron 
saint from the island of Aegina, 
Greece.  Metropolitan Ephraim 
proclaimed, “Saint Nektarios now lives in this 
church. In front of this holy Relic you will feel free 
to open your heart and communicate your pain and 
sorrow. The Saint will be your friend, brother and 
father.” 

Anointing Kits 

Shortly after receiving the relics, 
we knew we needed to freely 
share this gift. We began 
assembling anointing kits which 
contain a vial of Holy Water and 
a vial of oil from the oil candle 
that illuminates his icon and relics. Included is also 
a short writing of the life of St. Nektarios, scripture 
instructing us to anoint the sick, and hymns to St. 
Nektarios.  
  

Our Faithful Committee 

Thank you to Steve Constantelos and his 
committee of members over the years:   
Ron Drobonick, John Peroulas, Mike Neary, and 
Costa Paraskeva; and of blessed memory,  
George Stephenson and Duke Duncan.  
To join this ministry, please contact the church 
office.❖ 

Did you know? 
Our committee assembles about 800 kits each 

year to place at the Chapel. 
 

We mail kits to other parishes within our 
Metropolis for use in their prayer services to St. 

Nektarios.  
 
 

 Over time, we have mailed more than 600 kits 
across the US  and overseas to countries 

including: Brazil, Canada, England, Poland, 
Ireland, Indonesia, Romania, Lebanon, 
Malaysia, Mexico, and  The Philippines 
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With Deep Gratitude to: 
Fr. Steve Dalber, Mary Alexis, Ayoub & Hana Ayoub,  

Camilia Batshon, Frances Baza, Connie Bellios, John Bellios, Toula 
Boukidis, Anita Boulmetis, Sandra Capousis, Manal Choueiri, 

Arianna & Summer Clewell, Maria Collias, Steve Constantelos, 
Athena Dalber, Joan Davis, Panagiota Demas, Angela Demestihas, 

Cleo Demopoulos, Perry & Mary Diamaduros, Ron Drobonick,  
Duke Duncan, Anna Georges, Samah Georges, Phyllis Gindlesberger,  

Donna Harris, Catherine Kalivas, Pitsa Karres, Jim Keown,  
Emile Khuri, Tim Klund, Effie & Xenny Koinis, Chris Miller,  
Mike & Ritsa Neary, Chris & Rita Pappas, Costa Paraskeva,  

Connie & Joanna Pavlakos, John Peroulas, John Rigas,  
Nella Sebinski, Becky Smith, Andrew & Dunyia Stefanick,  

George Stephenson, Natasha Sussman, Lily Trakas,  
George Velonis, Safwat and Lula Wassef, Lisa Weber, 

AND our long-time leaders, Jim and Gail Chomakos 

E ach month our volunteers work tirelessly to help with the 
various ministries of the church. A BIG thank you goes out to 

all who put faith into action at St. Nektarios. You have stepped in as 
God put it on your hearts to offer your time and talent. What a 
blessing to see our community engaged in the life of the church.  
 

From our Hospitality Volunteers who work in the kitchen, the 
Welcome Team members who stand at the door, the captains, the 
ushers, the AV operators, the security team, the St. Phoebe girls, 
acolytes, our chanters, catechism teachers and Philoptochos, these 
are just our Sunday volunteers. There are so many more who work 
behind the scenes and offsite and during the week. 
 
Mailing Volunteers 
Our dedicated group over our first 25 years, past and present, have 
been available on sometimes a very short notice. Some mailings are 
a “breeze”. Some, like our December calendar mailing, comes 
with some challenges. Envelopes are stuffed, contents collated, 
and mailing trays filled. And then there are the select few who 
drive to Bulk Mail. The group includes from mild/mannered to a 
rambunctious element. Coffee and snacks are always provided. 
Sometimes the group is treated to lunch. Sometimes there is a 
houseful at work (and play) and sometimes a handful. All 
carefully follow the instructions of the current leader of this 
process, Silva Awaimrin. Jim Chomakos would be proud at how 
she has mastered his role, (but without the wit). Maybe we can 
have a commemorative postage stamp made in their honor.❖ 

Thank you to our volunteers 

the Bulk Mail Center 

Parish Assembly and Elections 
 

The Fall is filled with church business activities. The October 2 Assembly approved the slate of nominees for the four Parish 
Council members to serve from January 2023 to December 2025.  
 

Elections were held on November 13. Thank you to the members of the Board of 
Elections: Linda Borowski, Mike Scolinos, Theo Karavokiros, and Tim Klund; 
assisted by Evelyn Klund, Theodora Sexstone and George Harris (pictured to the 
right). They set-up the polling area, checked-in the voters, and counted the ballots. 
Voting opened at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy and closed at 5 p.m. During 
the lull of the afternoon, several set-up the TV and even watched some football to 
pass the time.  
 

Congratulations to our newest Parish Council Members: Elie Azar, Manal Choueiri, 
Giannouzos Demestihas, and Chris Levantis. They, with the other 7 remaining 
members, will be installed 
in early January. Thank 
you to outgoing Parish 
Council Members: 
George Bacogeorge, 
Frank Bartis, Dennis 
Kokenes, and Mark 
Malatras for a job well-
done.❖ 

25th Anniversary Flashback 

1998 to 2002:  
 

Did you notice Fr. Steve’s name at the 
top of the list?  In the beginning, while it 
was not in his “job description,” he was 
regularly on hand to help. Once we 
moved into the Spiritual Life Center in 
2002, his “stuffing” days ended, but he 
would stop in to encourage and thank 
everyone taking this task off his to do list.  

A recent photo of some  
of our latest volunteers. 

Church Governance 

Manal Choueiri Giannouzos Demestihas Elie Azar Chris Levantis 
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O n October 2nd we celebrated the Divine Liturgy for the Holy 
Unmercenaries, Cosmas & Damien who are the patron saints of the 

National Ladies Philoptochos Society. The Ladies of our local chapter 
offered the loaves for the Vesper service the evening before. 
 

Many of our week day services are now celebrated in the north chapel.  
How fitting it was that the service took place in this chapel dedicate to 
thirteen saints including those being celebrated. The upper level icon 
depicts Our Lord, Jesus Christ, together with the Most Holy Theotokos and 
St. Luke the Evangelist. Below are seven medallions of Holy Unmercenary 
Saints: St. Luke the Surgeon, St. Sampson the Innkeeper, , St. John, St. 
Anastasia, St. Thalleleos, St. Philonilla, and St. Zenaida. The five standing Unmercenary Saints 
are St. Cosmas, St. Damianos, St. Hermione, St. Cyrus, and St. Panteleimon. We are blessed 
to have the Holy Relics of Sts. Panteleimon and Cyrus reside in this chapel. It is also our 
practice now to offer a small blessing of the waters service for the start of the new month. ❖ 

Feast Days in October  

D uring Divine Liturgy, on 
October 6th, we 

remembered the holy apostle, 
Thomas, St. Kendeas, the 
Wonderworker of Cyprus (icon 
seen here), and St. Innocent 
of Alaska. 
 

St. Kendeas is close to my 
heart because it is at his 
monastery in Cyprus that my 
grandmother finished her life 
in prayer as a nun. There is 
only one nun left there now, Theonymphe—please say a 
prayer for her. 
 

St. Innocent’s missionary work in 19th c. Alaska is nothing 
short of epic, and is worthy of our attention. Maybe we’ll do 
a reading of his life at St. Nektarios Church in the near 
future. 
 

Through St. Thomas, Jesus pronounced a blessing on all 
of us who would come to learn of him after his ascension: 
“Blessed are they who do not see, and yet believe.” 
 
Fervently search for Christ in the dark recesses of your 
heart, and he will pull you in close like he did Thomas. 
Believing though not seeing, we shall yet see, and have life 
in his name. 
 

+Fr. Andreas 

Sts. Cosmas & Damian 

St. Demetrios 

Autumn Pascha 

Some refer to the feast of St. 

Demetrios as an “Autumn 

Pascha”, and on his feast day 

on our campus it seemed fitting. 

In addition to the beauty of the early morning Divine Liturgy 

and the Women’s Bible Study, we were also graced by 

God’s hand with respect to the beauty of the season. May 

St. Demetrios intercede for us before Christ. Blessings to 

all who celebrate this feast day! 

S t. Demetrios holds a very 

special place in our 

family. Presvytera and I both 

were blessed to grow up at 

two different communities 

named in his honor. We 

began dating very close to his feast day and were married in 

the church in Seattle. My brother also carries the name of 

this blessed saint as well as our pappou, of blessed 

memory. May we all have his intercessions and protection. 

Fr. Nektarios+ 

Sts. Thomas, Kendeas & Innocent 



5 

National Church Music Sunday 

T his annual celebration occurs the first 

Sunday after the observance of the 

feast day of St. Romanos, the Patron Saint 

of the National Forum and church musicians, 

which falls on October 1st. The Greek 

Orthodox Archdiocese of America sets this 

day aside each year to recognize and honor 

all of its church musicians.   
 

On Sunday, October 5th, we thanked and honored the tireless work of 

our church musicians. We are so blessed at St. Nektarios to have such 

a robust group of musically inclined chanters for our services. Many 

thanks go out to all of you for your dedication and service to Our Lord 

and to this parish. Enjoy looking back at some of the many services they 

have supported. We pray the Lord will continue to bless all of you.❖ 

Pictured above: some of our choir members who were present on 

this day, 

XXXX, Joanne Azar, Varvara XXXX, XXXX, Dina Marinakos-Oara, 

Kathryn Baker Mason, Fr. Nektarios, Fr. Andreas, Jeff Clewell, 

Dennis Kokenes, Gerry Clonaris, Andrew Asimos and Gus 

Gianakopoulos 

25th Anniversary Flashback  
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Fr. Christopher rowe 

St. Luke The Evangelist’s Feast Day 

O n October 18th, at the gracious 

invitation of our sister parish, clergy 

and faithful from across the state gathered 

in Mooresville to celebrate Great Vespers 

for St. Luke the Evangelist at the parish 

that bears his name.  

May our Lord, through the intercessions of 

the great physician, Luke, bless this 

community and all who visit it. Blessed 

feast to all!❖ 

w e welcomed Fr. Chris Rowe of the 
Orthodox Christian Mission Center 

(OCMC) on Saturday, October 22nd.  

 

The Meet and Greet gathering began with 
Vespers and reconvened in the Fellowship Hall. 
Fr. Chris spent some time at our Missions and 
Philanthropy display and was pleased to see the 
information we had available on this important 
organization. He gazed at the world map located 
on the side wall of the Bookstore seeing how 
many of our parishioners have worked in the 
mission field through OCMC and other 
organizations.  
 

Foreign missions have been hampered the last 
couple of years due to the pandemic. 
Through a PowerPoint presentation, 
Fr. Christopher provided a very 
informative update on the agency’s 
work and forthcoming initiatives.   
 

As the official missions agency of 
the Assembly of Canonical 
Orthodox Bishops of the United 
States, it is OCMC's mission to 
make disciples of all nations by 
bringing people to Christ and His 
Church.  

For more information, visit 

www.ocmc.org ❖ 
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Young at Heart & Orthodox film Club 

T he October 13th gathering of the Young at 

Heart welcomed Fr. Andreas as guest 

speaker. He shared the role of spiritual 

fathers and the importance of Holy Confession in 

our faith journey.  

The delicious chicken dinner was followed the customary birthday cake 

and an assortment of yummy homemade desserts. The evening would 

not be complete until the October and November birthday celebrants 

were pictured with the cake and received a hearty round of the birthday 

melody.   

The group usually pauses their dinner gatherings in November to 

celebrate the Feast of St. Nektarios. This year, they teamed up with the 

newly formed Orthodox Film Club for a showing of MAN OF GOD on 

Saturday, November 5th. This inaugurated the five day celebration for 

the feast St. Nektarios. Young at Heart provided the movie refreshments. Fr. Andreas entertained questions and led an 

informative discussion. The evening ended with Saturday night vespers.❖ 

St. Phoebe Ministry at Crop walk for Missions 

O ur St. Phoebe Ministry joined Crop Hunger Walk Charlotte this 
year with Missy Davis, who has been a part of the Crop Walk 

initiative for many years. It was a blessing to be joined by our               
St. Phoebe girls on this beautiful day.  
 

CROP Hunger Walks are community-led interfaith events all over the 
US that raise funds to end hunger locally and around the world and the 
Charlotte Walk is the largest in the country. The 2022 Charlotte Walk 
held Sunday, October 16 has already raised $145,000 and expects to 
reach $160,000.   
 

St. Nektarios Church has participated every year since the parish was 
started. For the first time, our parish sponsored two teams –                
St. Nektarios and St. Phoebe Ministry – which raised a combined $2,240 
and was 16 walkers strong.  
 

Twenty-five percent of the funds raised stay in Charlotte to benefit local 
agencies fighting hunger: Crisis Assistance Ministry, Loaves & Fishes/
Friendship Trays and Second Harvest Food Bank. The balance goes to 
Church World Service which provides food security as well as 
sustainable development and education in impoverished countries.  
 

CROP Hunger Walk organizers planned a hybrid event held at the 
American Legion Memorial Stadium where some participants who wish 
to join together were also able to walk, as well as a virtual option for 
those who would prefer to walk in their own neighborhoods. 
 
The Walk is 3.6 miles symbolizing the average round trip people, in 
developing nations, make daily to get water. The daily challenge to find 
safe water preoccupies over a billion people each day. 
 

A special thank you to all who participated in the walk and to those who 
contributed financially. With continued support, we can help even more 
people. Please join us next year.                           

Katie Caltis 
  

Online donations are still accepted at  
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/event/charlottenc;  

search for St. Nektarios Greek Orthodox Church or St. Phoebe Ministry. 
 

For more information on Crop Walk, please visit the website below: 
Charlotte CROP Hunger Walk (charlottecropwalk.org)  

 
If you would like to join the St. Phoebe Ministry  

please contact Pam Copsis or Christina Bonderer. 
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I t is always a blessed event to celebrate the feast day 
of our patron saint, Saint Nektarios of Aegina, the 

Wonder Worker. This year, over the course of six grand 
days, we honored our venerable patron.  
 

Our celebration began on Saturday, November 5th with 
a viewing of the movie, Man of God. The Young at Heart 
together with the Orthodox Film Club hosted this 
screening about the life of St. Nektarios. At the end of 
the movie, Fr. Andreas led an engaging question and 
answer session.  
 

In anticipation of the feast day, we held a procession 
with his holy relic on Sunday, November 6th. Following 
the Divine Liturgy, the youth assembled on the front 
entrance, proudly holding their icons of St. Nektarios as 
they lined the procession route. The clergy and chanters 
then led the congregation out of the temple and around 
the building. It was a glorious day and a heartfelt 
expression honoring our beloved, St. Nektarios. The 
procession culminated with everyone venerating the relic 
under the portico and proceeding to the hall for a festive 
luncheon. 
 

On Monday evening, Fr. Andreas offered a presentation 
on the life of St. Nektarios. On Tuesday afternoon, 
members of the community came to adorn the icon of         
St. Nektarios. While the flowers were being prepared, they 
chanted hymns together. As Fr. Nektarios wrote, “What a 
beautiful afternoon.” That evening were vespers, Artoclasia 
(blessing of the loaves) and anointing the congregation with 
the oil from the shrine of the Saint. Thank you to the Ladies 
Philoptochos who then graciously hosted a bountiful 
reception. The evening ended in the temple with more 
prayers and salutations. 
 

Following the feast day services on Wednesday, the 
congregation enjoyed a celebratory fish luncheon. The temple was 
open for several hours for people to continue to venerate the holy relic 
of the Saint. We closed out our week of celebration, reflection and 
worship on Thursday, November 10th with a Paraklesis service to St. 
Nektarios.  
 

We are grateful to God, and to the many clergy and faithful who made 
the commemoration of our patron Saint, Nektarios, so splendid. Thank 
you to the many parishioners who helped prepare for our feast day 
celebration and to John Cosmas for the photos. May God bless 
you. Glory to God who is wondrous in his saints! Happy Name day 
to Fr. Nektarios and all who celebrate this day. 

 
Holy man of God, St. Nektarios,  

intercede for us!  
May we have his holy prayers and may he help keep us on the 

path of right faith, unshakeable hope, and Christian love.   

Feast Day of St. Nektarios — Nov. 9 
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Six Days of Celebration 
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O n November 12th, our 
parishioners, neighbors and 

friends set out for an early morning run, 
our 5th annual St. Nektarios Taking 
Steps 5K Walk/Run, benefitting St. 
Hermione Home and Shelter Health 
Services. 5 Years for 5K” was the theme 
this year, as we celebrated our 5th 

anniversary.   

The event was a great success. We 
had a total of 350 registered 
participates, which doubled from the 
years past. Many donors and 
sponsors continue to support the 
mission of this ministry. The ministry 
continues to support the homeless 
women and the children of the shelter 

and St. Hermione Home.   

Many thanks to the 5K committee, 
and to all participants, donors, 
sponsors and supporters of this 
event. We will share the money 
donated to the beneficiaries in the 

upcoming church update.  

We are grateful for our parishioners, 
and those of neighboring parishes, 
and our neighbors and all of goodwill 
who participated. May God multiply 
these efforts to help the “least” and 
move us all to greater love for Him 

and for our neighbor. ❖ 

St. Nektarios 5-K 
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St. Nektarios 5-K 
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HONORING OURVETERANS 

o n Sunday, November 13th, (the 

official date of the holiday is 

November 11th), we paid tribute to our 

military veterans by a recognition on the 

Solea, a gift of a special ribbon with a 

cross, a prayer service, memorial service 

for departed veterans and a reception 

following Divine Liturgy.  

We are always happy to honor our 

veterans for their service. They have 

sacrificed greatly for our country and the 

world by protecting those in need both 

here and abroad. They have all given of 

themselves whether in time away from 

family, or their own plans, or in giving of 

their own lives to keep our country safe. 

May God bless all of you for your service. 

Special thanks go to Peter Keretsis, leader 

of the Military Ministry, and Ron Drobonick 

for the hard work they put into setting up 

the display, the hospitality team and to Kim 

Braswell and Dimetry Loren for serving the 

cake at the reception. 

On page 12 are photos from our event. On 

page 13 you will see photos of some of our 

veterans in uniform while serving in the 

armed forces from World War 2 through  

Desert Storm. Can you guess their 

names? ❖ 

Thank you to our veterans who were able to participate on Sunday.  

Some are pictured above.  
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PHOTOS OF OUR VETERANS 
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Fall Clergy Retreat at the Diakonia center 

O ur Holy Metropolis 

is ever working to 

support its ministries and 

ministers. Clergy of the 

Metropolis just held their 

Fall retreat at the beautiful 

Diakonia Center in Salem, 

SC. Clergy from all over 

the Metropolis joined 

together for this blessed 

event.❖ 

C ongratulations to our 

2022 Archangel Michael 

recipients, Stavroula Couchell 

and Dimitri Triantafyllides. Our 

parish, and Charlotte more 

broadly, was well-represented 

at the Archangel Michael 

Awards Banquet in Atlanta on 

November 12th. May God multiply the good efforts that were recognized 

throughout our Metropolis. May he also grant many years to               

His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios!❖ 

Archangel Michael Awards Banquet 

Left to right: 

Dimitri & Susan Triantafyllides, Presbytera Meredyth & 

Fr. Andreas Houpos, Stavroula & John Couchell 
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F or several years, our parish has 
hosted Opera Carolina to offer 

hymns and songs of the Nativity season. 
Last year, we moved to incorporate a small 
program of our own ecclesiastical chant 
tradition. Proceeds from this past Sunday’s 
evening benefit the Child of God Academy 
in Kenya, which we have supported for 
many years. We thank the hundreds who 
were in attendance for their presence and 
for their generosity towards this worthy 
cause. Thank you to everyone who helped 
make this night possible. Thank you to  
John Cosmas for the photos.❖ 

Opera Carolina 



16 

during the service, and afterward each 
family member takes an ornament to hang 
on the tree in the fellowship hall. Kollyva is 
distributed to all parishioners during our 

coffee hour.  

 

I was unable to attend this year due to 
sickness but spoke with a parishioner, 
Julie Woodie, later that week and she told 
me of her experience. She lost a baby 
years ago and she said that standing on 
the Solea during the service was as if 
being in a holy place of peace, healing 
and grace. She said her tears flowed as 
she listened to the prayers and 
remembered her baby. She felt such 
healing that she did not even realize she 
needed until that moment. She expressed 
such gratitude to us for this opportunity to 

heal and to remember her child.  

The loss of 
a child is 
never 
forgotten. 
The pain 
may ease 
over time 
but it never 
fully goes 
away 
without 
Christ’s 
love and healing. I urge you to attend next 
year’s service if you never have and 
experience healing. God knows your heart 
and what you have need of, but maybe 
you, like Julie, have not yet even realized 
it. May God comfort you and give you 

peace. 

Kim Sheree’ Braswell 

A s most of you already know, the Zoe 
Ministry is personal to me. This 

ministry of Life and Family is under the 
umbrella of Grief Support. Our Grief 
Support Ministry offers support to those 
who are suffering a loss—a death in the 
family, career or job loss, divorce, and 

neonatal loss through the Zoe Ministry.  

 

St. Stylianos is the patron saint of children 
and his feast day is celebrated on 
November 26th. Each year on the Sunday 
following his feast day, we have a 
memorial service for lost infants. We 
prepare angel ornaments inscribed with 
the names of children lost through 
miscarriage, in childbirth or soon after 
birth. This represents the child’s guardian 
angel. We ask the families of the children 
to come forward and stand on the Solea 

Zoe ministry memorial service 

St. Andrew’s Feast Day 

B lessings to all, on the occasion 

of the feast of the holy Apostle 

Andrew! May the joy and awe of the 

one who first proclaimed “we have 

found the Messiah!” be kindled in 

our own hearts. May those who 

serve at the Ecumenical Patriarchate 

(and all of us who are under her 

wings), the people of Patras, and the 

isle of Cyprus both rejoice in and 

recommit to the Apostolic faith and 

many years to Fr. Andreas!❖ 
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Ordination of His Grace Constantine of Sasima 

O n October 17th ,                      

Fr. Andreas and 

Presbytera Meredyth were able 

to be present for the ordination of 

His Grace CONSTANTINE of 

Sasima, in New York, which was 

followed by his first liturgy as a 

bishop at Annunciation Cathedral 

in Baltimore, where Fr. Andreas 

served with him after graduating 

from seminary. 

In whatever way she manifests 

herself—whether in spectacular 

ecclesiastical celebrations or in 

humble service to others—the 

Church at all times has one aim: 

to proclaim Christ in the world. 

Without his presence, 

any of our endeavors 

are in vain.❖ 

Visit with Caleb Clewell in Greece 

A s you know, Caleb Clewell 

moved to Greece in 

September. Parishioners Debbie and 

Naguib Assad traveled to Greece for 

vacation and caught up with Caleb 

for an adventure to Phillipi, baptismal 

of Lydia and St. Paul’s prison cell. 

What a blessing! Thank you for the 

wonderful photos and for sharing 

your vacation and photos of Caleb 

with us.❖ 

Beyond St. Nektarios 
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Financial Matters 



19 

The church hall was buzzing tonight with fellowship as we gathered for the all ages First Fridays Family Night. We started 

out with a potluck dinner, followed by a family game and we ended the evening with karaoke.  

Youth Ministry 

What an incredible time at our all-

ages First Fridays Family Night. 

This amazing group put together 

over  400 snack bags that will 

benefit Roof Above in Charlotte. 

10-26-22 GOYA Bonfire 

The above photos are from our Youth Fall Fest. What a great night full of fellowship, food and 

fun! Thank you to all who helped make this night possible! 
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DIRECTORY 

Church Office: 704-708-4669 

Church Fax: 704-846-6094 

Email: office@stnektarios.org 

Website: www.stnektarios.org 

5108 Kuykendall Rd. Charlotte, NC 28270 
 

Clergy 
Father Andreas Houpos, Proïstamenos 

Mobile: 980-333-9563  

Email: fr.andreas@stnektarios.org 

Father Nektarios Karantonis, Ephemerios  

Mobile: 980-829-5215 

Email: frkarantonis@stnektarios.org 

Father Steve Dalber, Pastor Emeritus 

Mobile: 704-451-6524 

Email: frdalber@stnektarios.org 

Father Paul Tsahakis, Presbyter 

Mobile: (704) 608-1112 

Email: frtsahakis@stnektarios.org 
 

Parish Staff 
Parish Administrator - Evelyn Klund 

Administration Staff  

Silva Awaimrin, Kim Braswell, Samara Clewell, 

Sofia Nicolopoulos 

Property Manager - Tim Shelton 

Sexton - Jim Keown 

Chanters - Jeff Clewell,  

Dina Marinakos-Oara 
 

2022 Parish Council 
President: Despina Gallis 

Vice President: Mike Burgan 

Treasurer: Elissa Bahanovich 

Assist. Treasurer: Chris Mortis  

Secretary: George Harris 

Assist. Secretary: Joanne Kiser 

Members: Elie Azar, Manal Choueiri,        

Giannouzos Demestihas, Chris Levantis,       

Aka Vashakidze 
 

Philoptochos Board 
President: Charlotte Nickolopoulos 

1st Vice President: Madalina Lowen 

2nd Vice President: Deidre Lepkowski 

Recording Secretary: Sharon Koutroumpis 

Corr. Secretary: Michaelina Franks 

Treasurer: Evelyn Klund 

Ass’t. Treasurer: Christine Malatras 

Advisor: Niki Kleto 

Members: Helen Bakos, Katherine Cestrone, 

Phyllis Gianakopoulos, and Renee Keretses       

(Email: philoptochos@stnektarios.org) 

SUNDAYS AT 
SAINT NEKTARIOS 

Worship 

Matins 8:00 a.m. and  

Divine Liturgy 9:15 a.m.  

Fellowship Coffee: 

Following Divine Liturgy 
 

Prosphora 
Please contact the church office or 

Christie Asimos at 704-756-1512 if you 

would like to provide or sponsor 

Prosphora. 
 

Coffee Hour 
Please contact the church office if you 

would like to host or co-host a Coffee 

Hour on Sunday. Your Stewardship 

pays for the coffee hour refreshments 

provided by the Hospitality Ministry 

Team.  
 

Flowers 

You may donate flowers in honor of a 

family member’s feast day, in memory  

of a loved one or friend, on the occasion  

of a holiday, or simply as a gift to the 

community of St. Nektarios. To donate 

flower arrangements to be placed at the 

Iconostasis, St. Nektarios Shrine or in 

the Narthex for Sunday Services, 

please contact the church office to 

reserve a Sunday. 
 

Sacramental Wine  
& Pure Olive Oil 
You may make a financial gift to help 

defray the cost of the sacramental wine 

that is used for Holy Communion. 

Please note on the memo line of your 

check or on the envelope “Communion 

Wine”. You may also donate a bottle or 

can of pure olive oil which is then 

blessed at the Shrine of St. Nektarios 

and is offered in the anointing kits. 

Please feel free to bring this with you to 

any of our services and give to an usher 

on duty. For additional information 

contact the church office. 

UPCOMING DEADLINE  

Newsletter & Bulletin Due Dates:  

Information Due: January 10, 2023 

Published: January 17, 2023 

 

OUR MISSION: 
St. Nektarios Greek Orthodox Church is dedicated to 
the continuation of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ’s 

ministry of salvation through the proclamation and 
teaching of the Gospel; through Baptism in the name 

of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;   
and through loving service to God and to mankind.  

 

OUR VISION: 
The community will provide a loving, caring and 

welcoming environment where all belong and grow in 
the faith through worship, service, 

 witness, and fellowship. 

Sabbas (Sava), Archbishop of Serbia 
January 14 

 
Saint Sabbas (Sava), the first Archbishop and teacher of the 
Serbs, and the most beloved of all the Saints of Serbia, was 

born in 1169, and was named Rastko by his parents. He 
was the son of Stephen Nemanja, the ruler of Serbia, who is 
better known as Saint Symeon the Myrrh-streamer (see Feb. 

13). As a young man, Rastko fled secretly to the Holy 
Mountain, Athos, to the Monastery of Saint Panteleimon. 
When his father learned of his flight, he sent soldiers after 
him. Before they could seize him, he was tonsured a monk 
with the name of Sabbas, after Saint Sabbas the Sanctified 

(celebrated Dec. 5). Soon after, he entered the Monastery of 
Vatopedi, where his father joined him in 1197. Together they 

rebuilt the Monastery of Hilandar and made it a great 
spiritual center for their countrymen. In 1200 Saint Symeon 
reposed, and his body became a source of holy myrrh; in 
1204 Saint Sabbas was compelled to return to Serbia with 
his father's relics, that he might restore peace between his 

two brothers, who were struggling over the rule of the 
kingdom. The grace of Saint Symeon's relics, and the 

mediations of Saint Sabbas, healed the division between his 
brethren. After persuading the Emperor in Constantinople 
and the Ecumenical Patriarch to grant autocephaly to the 

Serbian Church, the Saint against his will was ordained first 
Archbishop of his native land in 1219, where he labored 

diligently to establish the Orthodox Faith. In 1221 he 
crowned his brother Stephen first King of Serbia (the 

memory of Saint Stephen, First Crowned King of Serbia, is 
kept on September 24). In 1234, foreseeing by divine grace 

his coming departure to the Lord, he resigned the 
archiepiscopal throne, named his disciple Arsenius as his 

successor, and made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and Mount 
Sinai; while returning through Bulgaria, he fell asleep in 

peace in 1236. Because he has been ever since the national 
hero of Serbia and an invincible bulwark strengthening the 

Orthodox Faith, the Moslem Turks burned his incorrupt relics 
in the year 1594. See also June 28.  
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