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T he above quote from 
our patron saint holds 

much weight in the current 
challenges we face in our 
lives. Whether that challenge 
lies in the wake of a 
pandemic or within the 
deeply rooted prejudice that 
has brought many of our 
brothers and sisters to the 
streets, we are facing 
unprecedented obstacles 
today. We are imperfect, 
and we live in a world that 
is in the same state of 
imperfection. This is where 
our saintôs words ring so 
true. We cannot face these 
insurmountable challenges or 
solve them with some easy, 
quick remedy. Only with the 
patience, persistence, care, 
and attention that only comes 
from our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.   
 

We have been enduring the 
temptations and trials of this 
world very explicitly through 
the majority of this year, and 
in many ways, we may see 
no end in sight where we 
currently lie. The road to 
perfection is long, as our 
saint knows so well through 

the trials he himself faced, 
even from the very people 
who were his brothers and 
sisters in Christ. We must, as 
he says, pray that our Lord 
will give us strength.  
Strength not only to 
overcome, for as we said, 
there is no quick solution.  

But rather, strength to endure 
what we are experiencing. 
We will fall on the way. We 
may have already fallen in 
this so challenging time in 
our lives. Perhaps we have 
wounded ourselves or our 
fellow men or women, with 
words, deeds, or thoughts.  
But what do we do when we 
fall?  
 

Our saint tells us, so wisely, 
to go from that place where 
we have fallen and run to 
God, for He is the only one 
who can bring us out of our 
fallen state.  
 

Despair is what we must 
avoid at all costs. For in this 
time of spiritual and physical 
ailment, our sins attempt to 
drown us in the thoughts of 
hopelessness. But as he 
knows so well, St. Nektarios, 
our father among the saints, 
reminds us that only with 

time will the trials pass and 
be conquered. Through 
our patience, steadfast 
love for one another, and 
undying faith in our Risen 
and Ascended Lord. We 
have received the All Holy 
Spirit in Pentecost, and 
now turn to do what the 

Apostles themselves were 
tasked with; facing a world 
full of confusion, idolatry and 
pain, and shining the light of 
the Resurrection in that 
world.   
 

My dear brothers and sisters, 
as we continue enduring one 
of the most challenging times 
in our lives, remember these 
simple words of St. Nektarios 
in your heart. ñDonôt let 
anything deprive you of 
hope.ò 
 

May the blessings of our 
Lord be with you now and 
always.  Amen. × 

ñWe have within us deeply rooted weaknesses, passions, and defects.  
This cannot all be cut out with one sharp motion, but patience, persistence, 

care and attention. The path leading to perfection is long. Pray to God so that 
He will strengthen you. Patiently accept your falls and, having stood up, 

immediately run to God, not remaining in that place where you have fallen.  
Do not despair if you keep falling into your old sins. Many of them are strong 
because they have received the force of habit. Only with the passage of time 
and with fervor will they be conquered. Donôt let anything deprive you of 

hope.ò 
 

-St. Nektarios of Pentapolis the Wonderworker 

ñOur saint tells us, so 
wisely, to go from that 
place where we have 
fallen and run to Godéò 
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In our prayers  

John Antone    Pat Baker    KB    Terry Balou    Perry Beleu     Christina Bonderer     

Grant Braswell     John Bugg     Kathryn Colangelo     Pam Copsis     Bessie Demas     

Sofia, Elenie & Evniki Dimou    Johanna Dresser    Edward   Tina Hord Eury    Theona Gallis     

Richard Giles      Jennifer & Lisa Hambleton     Salem & Silas Helms     John Holevas     Mason Hooker  

Robin & Benny Hunt   Nikolitsa Kizinopoulos     Effie Koinis     Elestheria Koutroumani     Donna Layan    

Mary Longshore     Alison Maganares   Catherine Manthos     Demitria, Autium, Destiny & Blake Mathys     

Jack McCullough     Melton family    Tish Merrill     Christina Nixon     Chris Pakuris      

Athan & Roselyn Pappas     Betty Pappas     Phil Raníeri   Rogers family     Skeriotis family      

Glen Smithers     Cheryl & Brian Sutherland     Paul Tuttle     Pete & Effie Vellios    
 

Our First Responders & those on the front lines during this Pandemic 
 

FOR THOSE IN  SERVICE TO  OUR  COUNTRY  
Helene Carras     Buddy Craft     Jordan James Dunn     Krassimire Ivanov     Nicholas Kachulis     

Michael Constantine Mentavlos      Zack Millsaps      Matthew Millsaps      Amanda Moril    

Danielle Zervakos Nickolopoulos      Anton Savin  
 
 

Congratulations and best wishes  

To Kalen and Matthew Karahalios on the birth and 40 day blessing of their daughter, Lyons Poppy 

To Merrigrace Clewell and Silas Helms on the 40 day blessing of their son, Salem Daeglan 

To Mary and Ben Dresser on the 40 day blessing of Evangeline and Theodoraôs brother, Stylianos  

To Tanya Leigh Thompson on her chrismation 

To Katerina & Ioannis Zarpas on the baptism of their daughter, Elli Trinity 

To Richard Giles on his chrismation 
 

With Sympathy on the passing  

of our beloved brothers and sisters in Christ  

To the Bondurant and Jelush families on the passing of Carolôs sister and best friend, Helen 

To Hagiescu and Baux families on the passing of Denisaôs mother, Paraschiva  

To the Tsopanas, Tigani and Gur families on the passing of Fotiniôs husband and Rania & Soniaôs 

father, Dimitrios Tsopanas 

To the Bozza family on the passing of Bobôs mother, Leona in December 
 

 

 

Excerpt from  

Prayer of Protection from the Coronavirus  

O God Almighty, Lord of heaven and earth, and of all creation visible and invisible, in Your  

ineffable goodness, look down upon Your people gathered in Your name. Be our helper and 

defender in this day of affliction. You know our weakness. You hear our cry in repentance and 

contrition of heart. O Lord who loves mankind deliver us from the impending threat of the 

coronavirus. Send Your Angel to watch over us and protect us. Grant health and recovery to those 

suffering from this virus. Guide the hands of physicians, and preserve those who are healthy that  

we may continue to serve You in peace and glorify Your most honorable and majestic Name, of 

the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, now and forever and to  

the ages of ages. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

In Appreciation  

 

Thanks to Diane Gilbert and Copycat for printing the Church Bulletin and Newsletter. 
 

kclewell@stnektarios.org 

 

 

The Repose of  
Rev. Fr. Stanley Harakas 

June 23, 2020 
 
 
June 23, 2020 
 

To the Clergy of the Metropolis of Atlanta:  
  
My beloved brothers in Christ, 
  
I greet you with love in the name of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

It is with deep sadness that I inform our 
Metropolis family of the falling asleep of         
Fr. Stanley Harakas, a noted Orthodox writer, a 
beloved teacher, and a respected Priest of our 
Metropolis. . . . 
 

Though we mourn this loss for the Harakas 
family, I feel deep gratitude for Fr. Stanley's 
lifetime of service to our Lord and His Holy 
Church. Fr. Stanley understood our Lord when 
He said, ñFor even the Son of Man did not 
come to be servedé but to serveéò (Mark 10:45) 

We know that Fr. Stanley was surely ñéfaithful 
over a littleéò Therefore, I am comforted in 
thinking that he has entered into the joy of our 
master. (Matthew 25:21) 
 

 May the Lord our God Who in His 
"inexpressible wisdom created man out of the 
earth, giving him form and adorning him with 
beauty," give rest to the soul of His departed 
servant, the Priest Stylianos, in ñthe company 
of the righteous," letting him be forgiven, both, 
"in the present age and in the age to come.ò 
May his memory be eternal!  
 

Paternally yours with love and blessings in the 
Lord, 
    
+ A L E X I O S 
Metropolitan of Atlanta 
 

The Rev. Fr. Stanley Harakas fell asleep in the Lord on 
June 23, 2020, at the age of 88. Born Stylianos 
Harakas on January 13, 1932, to Sam (Spyridon) 
Harakas and Katherine (Moraites) Harakas in 
Pittsburgh, PA, Fr. Stanley received his undergraduate 
and theology degrees from Holy Cross, and his Doctor 
of Theology degree from Boston University in 1965. 
 
In 1966, Fr. Stanley began to teach at Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of Theology, where he 
continued to have a lifelong association with his 
beloved school as the first Archbishop lakovos 
Professor of Orthodox Theology, as Dean of Hellenic 
College (1969-1975), and as Dean of Holy Cross (1970
-1980). In 2000, Fr. Stanley received an Honorary 
Doctorate from Hellenic College Holy Cross. 
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Liturgical Ministry  

S ǘΦ bŜƪǘŀǊƛƻǎ ƻŶŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǊŜ-ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ƻƴ aŀȅ олǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ !ƭŜȄƛƻǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ 

ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴΩǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ hǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΣ ǿŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ 
ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǇǊŜŎŀǳǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ /h±L5-мфΦ hǳǊ 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ aŀǝƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ 
[ƛǘǳǊƎȅΣ tŀǊŀƪƭŜǎƛǎΣ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƻŦ {ƻǳƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘ 
YƴŜŜƭƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ пл Řŀȅ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΣ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭǎΣ 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭǎΣ ōŀǇǝǎƳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǝƳŜǎΦ 

�����������&�D�W�H�F�K�L�V�P���*�U�D�G�X�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

[ŜƊ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴΥ  

[ǳƪŜ tƻǳƭƛŀǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀ DŜƻǊƎƛƻǳΣ /ŀǊƛƴŜ 9ƭƛŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛŀǎ YŀƭŀǊƛƻǘŜǎ 

9Ǿŀ /ƭŜǿŜƭƭ 

/ŀǊƛƴŜ 9ƭƛŀǎ 

[ǳƪŜ CƛǎƘŜǊ 

/ƻƴƴƻǊ Cƭȅƴƴ 

/ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀ DŜƻǊƎƛƻǳ 

9ƭƛŀǎ YŀƭŀǊƛƻǘŜǎ 

aŀǧƘŜǿ YƻŜƴƛƎ 

bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ YƻŜƴƛƎ 

¢ƘƻƳŀǎ tŀǇǇŀǎ 

[ǳƪŜ tƻǳƭƛŀǎ 

wƻōōƛŜ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 

/ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлнл ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ 

ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǝƻƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ǉǳŀǊŀƴǝƴŜΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛǎƘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀƴȅ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎΗ 


