
  

 

Dear Beloved Brothers  

and Sisters in Christ, 

 

On this glorious Feast of the Nativity 

of Christ we celebrate a truly  

wondrous event in which God, in His 

infinite and marvelous grace, 

became man bringing us enduring 

hope, newness of life, and eternal 

salvation.  The Son of God, the Lord 

of Glory and King of Kings who 

upholds the universe by His word of 

power, became man so that we 

human beings might be redeemed, 

renewed, united with Him, and 

become fellow citizens with the 

Saints and members of Godôs 

kingdom. 

 

The magnitude and depth of the 

event of the Nativity of Christ are 

impossible to grasp, but the message 

is clear and true.  It is a message of 

grace, hope, and salvation to all 

humanity and to all the created order.  

It is a message which we both 

celebrate and share on this sacred 

day, an invitation to ñcome and seeò 

what our loving Creator and God has 

done for us. 

 

On the night of the Nativity, the 

angels appeared in the glory of God 

and announced the birth of Christ to 

the Shepherds.  In response they 

said, ñLet us goéand see this thing 

that has happened.ò  Accepting the 

invitation to participate in this glorious 

event, they came and saw the 

newborn Christ, and becoming 

amazed by what God had done for 

our salvation, went away glorifying 

and praising Him  for all that they had 

seen and heard (Luke 2:8 ï 20). 

 

Following the Nativity, Wise Men in 

the East saw a mysterious star and 

following it came seeking the King 

who was born in Judea.  Upon 

learning of the place of the birth of the 

Lord, they came and saw the Christ 

child, offered Him gifts, and 

worshipped Him.  Responding to the 

invitation presented to them in the 

sign of the star, they came and 

encountered the One who would be a 

great ruler of His people as foretold 

by the prophets (Matthew 2:1 - 12). 

 

As the Shepherds and Wise Men 

received the invitation to ñcome and 

seeò the superb miracle of the 

Incarnation of God, we are also 

invited to ñcome and seeò Christ and 

the great work He has done for our 

salvation.  On this day we ñcome and 

seeò the bright light of truth and life 

shining through the darkness and 

despair of our violent and war torn 

world. On this day we hear a 

message of hope, grace, and peace.  

We come to Christ and see justice, 

holiness, and love. 

 

Today may all of us, . . . experience 

the joy and wonders of the 

Shepherds and the awe and respect 

of the Three Wise Men at the arrival 

of the Messiah, our new born King.  

Christ is Born! 

 

Greetings from Johnstown with much 

love, 

 

+Bishop Gregory of Nyssa 
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ñ On this day we ñcome 
and seeò the bright 
light of truth and life 
shining through the 
darkness and despair of 
our violent and war 
torn world.ò 

THE N EWS FROM  ST. N EKTARIOS  
±ĈûĥāÙ Σ LěěĥÙ 

Christ is Born!  Glorify Him! 
 

ÀHis Grace Bishop Gregory of Nyssa 
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S aint Marcellus, who was from the city of Apamea in Syria, was born of 

renowned parents. Adorned with virtue 

and learning, he succeeded Saint 

Alexander to the abbacy of the Monastery 

of the Unsleeping about the year 460. 

This monastery was so named because 

the monks there were divided into three 

ranks, and took turns in succession for 

the execution of the sacred services both 

day and night, and thus ceaselessly sent 

up praise to God, without any lapse. The 

author of this practice was the 

aforementioned Alexander. As the 

biographer of both these Saints writes: 

"Later, a venerable monastery was 

established near the mouth of Pontus - 

that is, the place where the Black Sea 

tracts into the Bosphorus - and he 

introduced a rule that, though new, was 

superior to any found elsewhere; that is, 

that henceforth they should never be any 

cessation in the hymnody offered to God, 

but that through an unbroken succession 

of those that served in turn, there should 

be achieved this continuous and 

unceasing glorification of our Master."  

 

http//www.goarch.org 

"Copyright É Holy Transfiguration 

Monastery, Brookline, MA, used by 

permission. All rights reserved." 

 

  In our prayers  
  Kholoud Alyateem     Zoe Andrews       Helene Antone     Pat Baker    Ethan Barnard     Sylvia Belk     

Helen T. Beleos      Victor Bopp     Jacob Bower     Jodie Boyce     Sandy Brewer     Marie Callahan      

John & Sandra Capousis      Mary Jane Cloninger      Chris Chopelas    Dee Cockinos      Nick Collias   

Pamela Dizes     Shannon Elliott     Fr. Jon Emanuelson      Michael Flaherty     Carol Folaras     Ted Gillis    

Taylor Gray     Samyah Hilal     Freddy Intriago     Leonardo Ivkovic     Maureen Kolberg    Dean Kondilis    

Dawna Lawrence     Mary & Elton Longshore    Peter Mannering   Catherine Manthos    Jack McCullough     

Peggy & Tony McGraw      Maria Arfaras McMahon    Michael Christopher Mentavlos     Tish Merrill     

Calliope Milios     Betty Newton    Christina Nixon   Jamie Ozment     Betty Pappas    George Pitsilis    

Tommy Regoukos    Treza Rimmer    Tatyana Semyrog    Gus Stamas    Teziah Stalling   Connie Thayer 

Lilly Trakas      Ron Wheatley    Grace & KôNiyah & father 

 

AND FOR THOSE IN  SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 
Helene Carras        Buddy Craft      Jordan James Dunn      Krassimire Ivanov         

Michael Constantine Mentavlos      Zack Millsaps        Matthew Millsaps        Amanda Moril         

Danielle Zervakos Nickolopoulos        Anton Savin         
 

 

Congratulations  
 

To Penny and Scott Hefner on the birth of Lake and Harrisonôs brother, Graham Warren Hefner 

To Mary and Ben Dresser on the 40 day blessing of Evangelinaôs sister, Theodora Dawn ñTheaò 

To Kim and Paul Tatsis on the baptism of their daughter, Sophia Amy 

To Jill and Andreas Arethas on the baptism of Anastasiaôs brother, Theodore 

To Maria and Chris Mortis on the birth of their daughter, Sophia 

To Mary and Dean Kleto on the birth of Angel, Jocelyn and Nicholasô sister, Zoe Maria 

To Despina Kaltsounis and Jimmy Georgiou on their engagement 

To Lea Wadsworth and Marco Coleman on their engagement 

To Richard Kapitan on being nominated one of the top Maxillofacial surgeons for 2016 

To Athanasios J. Kleitches and Evan Miller on being nominated                                                            
two of the top Endodontists for 2016 

To Taso Roupas on being nominated for being one of the top dentists for 2016 

 

Sympathy  
 

To the Krause family on the passing of Hansô father, Harry John ñBuzzò Krause 

To the Homykova and Anderson families on the passing of Travis Moore Ioan Anderson 

 
 

In Appreciation  
 

Thanks to Diane Gilbert and 
Copycat for printing the Church 

Bulletin and Newsletter. 

 

 

F o c u s  o n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  

CŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ aƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎΣ /ƻƳŦƻǊǘ ϧ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
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Hierarchical Reflections on the Nativity  

Albanian 

Gezur Krislinjden 

 

Bulgarian 

Tchestita Koleda; Tchestito  

Rojdestvo Hristovo 

 

Ethiopian 

(Amharic) Melkin Yelidet Beaal 
 

Romanian 

Craciun Fericit 

 

Turkish 

Noeliniz Ve Yeni Yiliniz  

Kutlu Olsun 

+ALEXIOS 
Metropolitan of 

Atlanta 

. . .  We must think 
about the Nativity, 
and on the precious 
gift that God has 
given to us. As        
St. Paul states, our Father gave His Only 
Begotten Son out of the love and compassion 
he had for humankind, so that we might 
reconcile ourselves to Him. For our forefathers, 
Adam and Eve, had broken away from God 
through disobedience, and the only way we 
could reconcile ourselves was through Jesus 
Christ: the New Adam. 
 

He has opened the doors of Paradise to each 
one of us, and it is therefore now up to us to 
determine how we are going to reconcile 
ourselves to Him. The doors began to open for 
us on the day of our baptism, and now that we 
are given a foretaste of the Kingdom of God, we 
must work to remain there; to maintain that 
connection to our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

We can accomplish this, not only by indicating 
our love for each other, but also, love for our 
spiritual selves. We must go to confession, and 
must also consider how we are using our time, 
talent and treasure as Godôs children. 

 

Of course, we must always remain 
optimistic, for God is our Father, who 
loves us and waits with open arms to 
receive us. But it is upon each one of us 
to understand our sinfulness and to ask 
forgiveness. 

 

This is the path on which we will 
celebrate Christmas in a truly Christian 

way. . .   

  ÀDEMETRIOS 

  Archbishop of    
  America 

  

As the Father has 
sent me,  

so I send you.  
(John 20:21) 

 

 . . . With Christ in our midst we offer a beautiful 
witness of Him through our worship. We also 
affirm that the Feast of the Nativity is a feast of 
invitation.  He assured us that as the Father 
sent Him, He sends us to invite others to come 
and know Him (John 20:21).  He sends us as 
His voice into a challenging and changing 
world.  As the shepherds responded to the 
proclamation of the angels, we glorify and 
praise God for all that we have seen and heard, 
and we are sent by Him to share the good 
news.  As the wise men came and worshipped 
him, our hearts are filled with joy and 
thanksgiving.   We are sent into a changing 
world as witnesses of His grace proclaiming, 
For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is 
given: And His name is Wonderful, Counselor, 
Mighty God, the Prince of Peace 

(Isaiah 9:6). 

May the blessings of the 
incarnate God, our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with each of you 
and your families during this 
holy season of His Nativity, 
and together may we be the 
voice of Christ inviting all to 

come and see and glorify Him. 

Protocol No. 250/16 
December 25, 2016;  

The Nativity of Christ  

\ BARTHOLOMEW  
of Constantinople 
Ecumenical Patriarch  
 
. . . The mystery of 
Christmas is crystallized 
in the words of the festive 
Kontakion: ñFor us, a new 
child was born, God before all ages.ò The divine 
Word as child and the child as God is revealed 
to the world with ñthe pure heartò and simplicity 
of a child. Children comprehend truths, which 
ñwise and prudentò people are unable to 
approach. As Elytis observes in his poem From 
oneôs neighbor: ñYou can build Jerusalem out of 

children alone!ò . . .  

We appeal to all of you to respect the identity 
and sacredness of childhood. In light of the 
global refugee crisis that especially affects the 
rights of children; in light of the plague of child 
mortality, hunger and child labor, child abuse 
and psychological violence, as well as the 
dangers of altering childrenôs souls through their 
uncontrolled exposure to the influence of 
contemporary electronic means of 
communication and their subjection to 
consumerism, we declare 2017 as the Year of 
Protection of the Sacredness of Childhood, 
inviting everyone to recognize and respect the 

rights and integrity of children. . . 

. . . We venerate our Savior with humility and 
compunction, for He has visited us from on 
high; we praise with divine song the immensity 
of the sacred Incarnation; we kneel down before 
the All-Holy Theotokos, who holds the child 
Jesus; and we address from the sleepless 
Phanar the festive greeting to all children of the 
Church of Constantinople, both near and afar: 
ñChrist is born; glorify Him. Christ has come 
from heaven; come out to meet Him,ò . . .  
Patriarchal Encyclical for Christmas 2016 
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Financial Mat ters  

D E C E M B E R  4 ,  2 0 1 6   

    P A R I S H  A S S E M B LY   

        F I NA N C I A L  H I G H L I G H T S  

V Operating Procedures were adopted by Parish Council in Oct. 2015 
V $390,502 was invested with First Citizens Bank Nov. 2015.             

Fees are $400 per month. 
V $6,123 income was generated by interest and dividends from 1/1/16 to 

11/21/16. 
V $1,500 was distributed to Youth Ministries to fund Winter Youth Rally 

Scholarships in December 2016. 

Cockinos Family Youth Ministry 

Development Fund  Annual Update  

 
V Endowment Task Force formed October 2016. Current members 

include Father Steve Dalber, Michelle Anderson, Sam Kleto, Evelyn 
Klund, Theodora Sexstone, Greg Swanson, and Jim Thomas. 

 

V Goal is to establish a permanent fund to provide members and friends 
opportunities to make gifts to the Church that will become a permanent 
endowment of financial support and a living memorial.  

 

V To be implemented in 2017. 

Endowment Fund  

 
 
July 2016 - Bridge Loan Secured for Sanctuary $2.2 million balance  at 
3% interest and semi-annual principle payments of $110,000.  
 

Interest was reduced from 4.95%, 
 which is a savings of about $3,500 per month.  

 

Bridge Loan due in Full May 2019. Where do we stand? 
V $2,078,866 ð Current balance on loan after making the November semi-annual 

principle payment . 

V $129,000 ð Interest Payments due until maturity 

V $1,816,000 ð Pledge offerings expected by 2019: 

ÝFrom current Burn the Mortgage/Build the Center.  

ÝFrom two previous campaigns with active pledge balanced. 

V $392,000 ð Additional Pledges needed to be able to payoff this loan in 2019.  
   
Burn the Mortgage/Build the Center Campaign 
      112 pledges received totaling $1,854,453 due over five years. 

Capital campaign update  

OUR  JOURNEY  CONTINUES  . . . BURN  THE  M ORTGAGE  

 
 

V We are now serving about 700 families; 572 have an active pledge; 28 
are making offerings without a pledge. 
V $737,272 in Stewardship Pledges with balances due of $140,000. 
V $611,160 in Stewardship received (pledged and unpledged). 
V 66 Stewards new in 2016. 

Stewardship  
 ϷсптΣпрм 
 wŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ  
ŀǎ ƻŦ 5ŜŎΦ мп   

THE GIFTS OF THE MAGI: The Spirit of Stewardship 
Fr. Luke A. Veronis 

 

T he Gifts of the Magi icon presents the Wise Men offering gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh to the Christ Child. These wealthy scholars and 

priests of the East endured numerous dangers, and traveled great distances to offer 
their treasures to Christ, the newborn king. What a beautiful and meaningful example 
of stewardship they set for all future generations, helping us to understand the 
blessing of properly using and sharing Godôs gifts.  
 
To begin with, the Magi represent a sincere desire to seek after God, searching 
through science, nature, and their cultural traditions to communicate with their 
Creator and discover His will for them, even when it was something so unexpected. 
Imagine their long, arduous journey, possibly a 1,500 mile expedition from Persia to 
Bethlehem, over mountains and deserts, a journey that took many months. Surely 
on such a trip they faced numerous dangers from nature, from bandits, and from the 
fear of the unknown.  
 
What faith, determination and sacrifice they must have had. They surely faced 
questions and skepticism at the start. During their journey, unexpected challenges 
and discouraging setbacks would have been commonplace. Yet they persevered.  
They overcame the difficult trials and tests of their journey, and persisted in their 
search for Godôs truth.  
 
When they finally met the Christ Child, they bowed down in worship. They offered 
Jesus the most precious of their gifts. Although they were the ñwise menò of their 
day, they didnôt allow their ego to interfere with their unexpected discovery. Even 
when the journey surprisingly took them beyond the kingôs palace in Jerusalem to 
the insignificant village of Bethlehem, they went forward in faith. Everything seemed 
so astonishing, and yet in humility they approached the Christ Child to worship Him 
and offer the best of their gifts ï gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  
 
The Story of the Magi is not simply a cute part of Christmas, but it represents central 
characters who model a path of faith and stewardship worthy of imitation. They offer 
an example of a sincere search for God using the intellectual gifts they possessed; a 
willingness to overcome any obstacles or challenging inconveniences in their journey 
towards God; and the witness of offering the best they had once they encounter the 
Christ Child. . . .×            Courtesy of www.GOARCH.org  


