
  

 

THE N EWS FROM  ST. N EKTARIOS  

Theophany ~ a Three-year Event 

                                A MESSAGE FROM FR. STEVE DALBER   

òé the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 
bodily form, as a dove, and a voice came 
from heaven, òThou art my beloved Son; 
with thee I am well pleased.ó Luke 3:22 

 

òAnd John bore witness, òI saw the Spirit 
descend as a dove from heaven, and it 
remained on him.ó John 1:32 

 

O ur Lord began His three year ministry at the 
river Jordan when He condescended to be 

baptized by John. Every year in the Orthodox 
Church we remember this event with the 
celebration of Theophany. During this season we 
ask the Holy Spirit to bless the waters in 
remembrance of our Lordõs baptism. Then we, in 
turn, bless all of creation through 
the sprinkling of this water. 
     This is such a beautiful and 
visual event that itõs very easy to 
miss the important theological 
reason for the Great Theophany 
of our Lord. 
     From the beginning and 
throughout Scripture, we see 
many examples of false gods 
and false prophets. It is critical 
to understand that our faith 
teaches that we must not accept prophets and 
teachers without putting them to the test. It is not 
acceptable for someone to proclaim themselves to 
be prophetic. They must have witnesses and it 
must not be contradictory to preceding prophesies 
or Tradition. For this reason it was important that 
Godõs appearance to the world had to have reliable 
and uncontestable witnesses. 
    Theophany (ǦǣǭǴǚǫǣǧǟ) is an ancient Greek 
word meaning that a god has appeared or has 
revealed himself to humans. It is a revelation. This 
is precisely what happened when God revealed 
Himself to His creation at Theophany. This was 
not, however, a single, one day event. In reality 
Theophany can and should be seen as a three year 
event. Our Lordõs entire ministry was a 
Theophany. In fact òTheophanyó wasnõt realized 
until after His Resurrection. It was only then that 
His disciples realized that He was indeed God.   It 
took many miracles and many witnesses to these 
miracles combined with Jesusõ death and 
resurrection to bring about the realization of a 

Theophany. In other words no one knew they were 
experiencing a Theophany until it was over. 
     On the day of our Lordõs baptism, His divinity 
was revealed by God the Father with the voice from 
heaven saying; òthis is my son with whom I am well 
pleased.ó  The Holy Spirit was also there as witness 
in the form of a Dove. John the Baptist was also 
there as a witness. During Jesusõ ministry He 
fulfilled the words of the Old Testament Prophets 
through His teachings, His actions, the miracles He 
performed and finally through His Resurrection. 
Miracle after miracle, sign after sign, were the proof 
and the witness to His divinity. He didnõt come into 
the world declaring Himself to be divine, as do the 
false prophets and the false gods.  But rather, he 
allowed God, His disciples, His actions and words 
speak for Him. Those who rejected Him cannot say 

that it was for lack of proof. The fact 
that His disciples/apostles were 
willing to and in fact did give 
their lives is a powerful witness 
to what they saw and 
experienced during this 
Theophany.  That may be the 
most compelling proof of all that 
in fact this was a true 
Theophany. 
     Since the great Theophany of 
our Lord, many have proclaimed 

themselves to be prophets and even the messiah, 
but none have the powerful and overwhelming 
witness that was given on behalf of Jesus. We hear 
of false prophets claiming divine experience in 
remote forests or in caves. They claim to have seen 
God or an angel of God who has revealed secrets 
and mysterious writings and how they were told 
that what they were experiencing was the truth. 
They deny Jesus or try to reinvent Him as merely 
being a prophet. But in every case they are 
witnesses to themselves and their experience is 
private and personal.  In these cases, we as 
Orthodox Christians must stand together with a 
unified voice and ask; where are your witnesses!? 
     Jesus and His Church are unique in the number 
of witnesses and material proof that Jesus is the son 
of God and that Jesus is God. He didnõt proclaim 
Himself as others have, but rather He revealed 
Himself as no other can. He is God and He 
revealed himself to us in an uncontestable way. He 

is, was and always will be the true Theophany.× 

òéno one  

knew they were 

experiencing a 

Theophany until 

it was over.éó  
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 In our prayers  

Zoe Andrews    Helene Antone    Pat Baker    Sylvia Belk    Sandy Brewer    John & Sandra Capousis   

Christopher Chopelas    Mary Jane Cloninger    Nick Collias    Cleo Demopoulos    Duke Duncan   

Shannon Elliot    Vasileki Frangopoulos    Ted Gillis    Hank Hanegraaf    Cynthia Hicklin    Gail Hood  

Georgia Kalivas    Maria Kleto    Dean Kondilis    Mary & Elton Longshore    Georgia & Peter Mannering    

Catherine Manthos    Jack McCullough    Michael Christopher Mentavlos    Tish Merrill    Christina Nixon   

Anastasia Peceridou    Margaret Phillips    Mark Phillips   Athena Rodgers    Heather Solomon   Teziah Stalling    

Mary Thayer    Russ Thayer    Lilly Trakas   Maria Tsiamis   Sue & Ernest Tsitouris   Ron Wheatley   
 

FOR THOSE IN  SERVICE TO  OUR  COUNTRY  
 

Helene Carras    Buddy Craft  Jordan James Dunn    Krassimire Ivanov   Nicholas Kachulis    
Michael Constantine Mentavlos     Zack Millsaps     

Matthew Millsaps    Amanda Moril  Danielle Zervakos Nickolopoulos    Anton Savin   

 

Congratulations and best wishes  
 

To Fr. Stephanos and Sherry Potter on the baptism of their granddaughter, Felicity Claire Potter 

To Dina and Tom Papazis on the baptism of their daughter, Mia Sage 

To Heather and Christiaan van Deur on the baptism of Mieka and Christiaanôs sister, Lucy Frances 

To Salem Bishop and Tim Wiltse on the baptism of Ethanôs sister, Arabella Rose 

To Samar and Christopher Haddad on the 40 day blessing of their daughter, Nadia Daniela 

To Ranim and George Mawardi on baptism of their son, Bruce Nemat 

To Daniel Monroe on his Chrismation 

To Bess Asimos and Brooks Whitmore on their marriage 
 

To Summer Clewell for being inducted into the National Junior Honor Society  
and for receiving a Moral Focus Award for Self Control for the month of December  

 

To Florence Hatzis on her move to Florida 
 

 

With Sympathy on the passing  

of our beloved brothers and sisters in Christ  
 

To Mary-Margaret James on the passing of her father, Gus James, in Virginia Beach VA 

To the Bikhazi family on the passing of Tonyôs sister, Nina Bikhazi, in Beirut Lebanon 

To the Cockinos and Malliadis families on the passing of their mother and grandmother, Dee Cockinos 

To the Kontoulas family on the passing of Jimmyôs mother, Constandina (Dena) Kontoulas, in Greensboro  

To the Sarantou family on the passing of Heidiôs father, Darrell Helgens in Iowa 

To the Manousos family on the passing of Mariaôs husband, Antonio ñTonyò 

 

In Appreciation  

Dear St. Nektarios parishioners and friends, I cannot thank you enough for the kindness and love 
you have shown to me since I joined St. Nektarios. I could not have asked for more kindness or 

more love. I will not forget you and pray the Lord will continue to bless you. You are in my prayers 
always. Please keep me in yours until we meet again.                                                                         

                                                                                                                           Florence Hatzis 
 

Thanks to Diane Gilbert and Copycat for printing the Church Bulletin 

and Newsletter each month. 

kclewell@stnektarios.org 

 

F o c u s  o n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  
CŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ aƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜǎΣ /ƻƳŦƻǊǘ ϧ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

9ǇƛǇƘŀƴȅ  
нлму 

 

T he Feast of the 
Holy Theophany 

(Epiphany) of our Lord 
God and Savior Jesus Christ is 
celebrated each year on January 6. The 
Blessing of Water is held on the eve of the 
Feast of the Epiphany and on the day itself, 
following the Divine Liturgy. The Blessing not 
only remembers the event of Our Lord's 
baptism and the revelation of the Holy Trinity 
but also expresses Orthodoxy's belief that 
creation is sanctified through Christ. The Feast 
commemorates the Baptism of Christ and the 
divine revelation of the Holy Trinity.  
 John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus and 
the one chosen by God to proclaim His 
coming, was preaching in the wilderness and 
was baptizing all who would respond to his 
message calling for repentance. As he was 
doing this, John was directing the people 
toward the one who would baptize them with 
the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11). 
 The Scriptures tell us that Jesus came from 
Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by 
him. Initially, John would not do this, saying 
that Jesus should baptize him. Jesus said to 
John, ñLet it be so now; for it is proper for us in 
this way to fulfill all righteousness (3:15). John 
consented and baptized Jesus. 
 When Jesus came up from the water, the 
heavens opened suddenly, and the Holy Spirit 
descended upon Him. The Bible records that 
the Spirit descended like a dove and alighted 
on him. When this happened, a voice came 
from heaven and said, ñThis is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.ò This 
was the voice of God the Father. 
 Christôs baptism in the Jordan was 
ñtheophany,ò a manifestation of God to the 
world, because it was the beginning of our 
Lordôs public ministry. It was also a 
ñtheophanyò in that the world was granted a 
revelation of the Holy Trinity. All three Persons 
were made manifest together: the Father 
testified from on high to the divine Sonship of 
Jesus; the Son received His Fatherôs 
testimony; and the Spirit was seen in the form 
of a dove, descending from the Father and 
resting upon the Son. × 
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New Yearõs Day Vasilopita Cutting 

O ur annual tradition at St. Nektarios includes the blessing and cutting of the Vasilopita following Divine Liturgy on New 

Yearôs Day. Our Philoptochos ladies bake bread following the 

tradition from the 4th century by St. 

Basil the Great. St. Basil wanted to 

distribute money to the poor in his 

Diocese so he commissioned women 

to bake bread in which  gold coins 

were placed into the dough before 

baking. 

     Thalia Fergione, Philoptochos President, assisted in handing out the slices to each 

ministry department representative and to the children who eagerly awaited Fr. Steveôs 

invitation to come forward. Following the Divine Liturgy and the Vasilopita Cutting, the 

Hospitality Ministry hosted a New Yearôs Day brunch in the Spiritual Life Center. Thank you 

to everyone who participated on this special day. ×                         

tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƭŜƊ ǘƻ ǊƛƎƘǘΥ  

¢ŜŘŘȅ tƻǳƭƻǎΣ !ƪŀ ±ŀǎƘŀƪƛŘȊŜΣ WƻƘƴ ¢ǎŜŦǊƛƪŀǎΣ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ YŜƭǘƻΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀ .ƻƴŘŜǊŜǊΣ ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŀ {ŜȄǎǘƻƴŜΣ YƘƻǳƭƻǳŘ !ƭȅŀǘŜŜƳΣ        
/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ IǳōōŀǊŘΣ WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ tŜǘŜǊ YŜǊŜǘǎƛǎΣ  DŜƻǊƎŜ .ŀŎƻƎŜƻǊƎŜ 

Ϥ нлму tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ hŶŎŜǊǎ Ϥ  
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ - tŜǘŜǊ YŜǊŜǘǎƛǎΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ - 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ YƭŜǘƻΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ - ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŀ {ŜȄǎǘƻƴŜ 

!ǎǎǘΦ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ - WƛƳ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ - /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ IǳōōŀǊŘΣ !ǎǎǘΦ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ - YƘƻƭƻǳŘ !ƭȅŀǘŜŜƳ 

aŜƳōŜǊǎΥ DŜƻǊƎŜ .ŀŎƻƎŜƻǊƎŜΣ /ƘǊƛǎǝƴŀ .ƻƴŘŜǊŜǊΣ ¢ŜŘŘȅ tƻǳƭƻǎΣ WƻƘƴ ¢ǎŜŦǊƛƪŀǎ ŀƴŘ !ƪŀ ±ŀǎƘŀƪƛŘȊŜ 

Parish Council TAKES OATH OF OFFICE  


