
  

 

revealed himself to humans. It is 
a revelation. This is precisely 
what happened when God 
revealed Himself to His creation 
at Theophany. This was not, 
however, a single, one day event. 
In reality Theophany can and 
should be seen as a three year 
event. Our Lordôs entire ministry 
was a Theophany. In fact 
ñTheophanyò wasnôt realized until 
after His Resurrection. It was 
only then that His disciples 
realized that He was indeed God.   
It took many miracles and many 
witnesses to these miracles 
combined with Jesusô death and 
resurrection to bring about the 
realization of a Theophany. In 
other words no one knew they 
were experiencing a Theophany 

until it was over. 
     On the day of our Lordôs 
baptism, His divinity was 
revealed by God the Father with 
the voice from heaven saying; 
ñthis is my son with whom I am 
well pleased.ò  The Holy Spirit 
was also there as witness in the 
form of a Dove. John the Baptist 
was also there as a witness. 
During Jesusô ministry He fulfilled 
the words of the Old Testament 
Prophets through His teachings, 
His actions, the miracles He 
performed and finally through His 
Resurrection. Miracle after 
miracle, sign after sign, were the 
proof and the witness to His 
divinity. He didnôt come into the 
world declaring Himself to be 
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ñé the Holy Spirit descended 
upon him in bodily form, as a 
dove, and a voice came from 
heaven, ñThou art my beloved 

Son; with thee I am well 
pleased.ò Luke 3:22 

 

ñAnd John bore witness, ñI 
saw the Spirit descend as a 
dove from heaven, and it 
remained on him.ò John 1:32 

 
 

O ur Lord began His three 
year ministry at the river 

Jordan when He condescended 
to be baptized by John. Every 
year in the Orthodox Church we 
remember this event with the 
celebration of Theophany. During 
this season we ask the Holy 
Spirit to bless the waters in 
remembrance of our Lordôs 
baptism. Then we, in turn, 
bless all of creation through the 
sprinkling of this water. 
This is such a beautiful and 
visual event that itôs very easy 
to miss the important 
theological reason for the Great 
Theophany of our Lord. 
     From the beginning and 
throughout Scripture, we see 
many examples of false gods and 
false prophets. It is critical to 
understand that our faith teaches 
that we must not accept prophets 
and teachers without putting 
them to the test. It is not 
acceptable for someone to 
proclaim themselves to be 
prophetic. They must have 
witnesses and it must not be 
contradictory to preceding 
prophesies or Tradition. For this 
reason it was important that 
Godôs appearance to the world 
had to have reliable and 
uncontestable witnesses. 
    Theophany (ɗŮɞűɎɜŮɘŬ) is an 
ancient Greek word meaning that 
a god has appeared or has 

divine, as do the false prophets 
and the false gods.  But rather, 
he allowed God, His disciples, 
His actions and words speak for 
Him. Those who rejected Him 
cannot say that it was for lack of 
proof. The fact that His disciples/
apostles were willing to and in 
fact did give their lives is a 
powerful witness to what they 
saw and experienced during this 
Theophany.  That may be the 
most compelling proof of all that 
in fact this was a true 
Theophany. 
     Since the great Theophany of 
our Lord, many have proclaimed 
themselves to be prophets and 
even the messiah, but none have 
the powerful and overwhelming 
witness that was given on behalf 
of Jesus. We hear of false 
prophets claiming divine 
experience in remote forests or 
in caves. They claim to have 
seen God or an angel of God 
who has revealed secrets and 
mysterious writings and how 
they were told that what they 
were experiencing was the truth. 
They deny Jesus or try to 

reinvent him as merely being a 
prophet. But in every case they 
are witnesses to themselves and 
their experience is private and 
personal.  In these cases, we as 
Orthodox Christians must stand 
together with a unified voice and 
ask; where are your witnesses!? 
     Jesus and His Church are 
unique in the number of 
witnesses and material proof that 
Jesus is the son of God and that 
Jesus is God. He didnôt proclaim 
Himself as others have, but 
rather He revealed Himself as no 
other can. He is God and he 
revealed himself to us in an 
uncontestable way. He is, was 
and always will be the true 
Theophany.× 

ISIDORE OF 
PELUSIUM  

 

FEBRUARY  4 
 

T his Saint was from 
Alexandria and was a 

disciple of Saint John 
Chrysostom. He struggled in 
asceticism in a monastery at 
Mount Pelusium, and became 
abbot of the monks struggling in 
that monastery. He wrote a great 
many epistles replete with divine 
grace, wisdom, and much profit. 
Over 2,000 of them are 
preserved in Volume 78 of 
Migne's Patrologia Graeca (PG 
78:177-1646); according to 
some, he wrote over 3,000 
epistles, according to others, 
10,000. He reposed on February 
4, 440.  
 

APOLYTIKION  OF 
ISIDORE OF PELUSIUM  

 

The image of God, was faithfully 
preserved in you, O Father. For 
you took up the Cross and 
followed Christ. By Your actions 
you taught us to look beyond the 
flesh for it passes, rather to be 
concerned about the soul which 
is immortal. Wherefore, O Holy 
Isidore, your soul rejoices with 
the angels. 
 

KONTAKION  OF 

ISIDORE OF PELUSIUM  
 

O All-Blessed Isidore, the 
Church hath found thee as 
another morning star; and with 
the lightning of thy words she is 
illumined and crieth out: Rejoice, 
O ven'rable Father of godly 

mind. 
 

http//www.goarch.org 
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 ñ . . . no one knew 
they were 

experiencing a 
Theophany until it 
was over . . .ò   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+3:22&version=RSV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1:32&version=RSV
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O ur Epiphany service was held on 
Tuesday, January 6, 2015. The 

Great Blessing of Water is held on 
the eve of the Feast of the Epiphany 
and on the day itself, following the 
Divine Liturgy. The Blessing not only 
remembers the event of Our Lord's 
baptism and the revelation of the Holy Trinity but also 

expresses Orthodoxy's belief that creation is sanctified through 
Christ. × 

Philoptochos  

A Legacy of   
Philanthropy  

 
 
 
 

 

Thank you to everyone who 
supported our Angel Tree 
and brought the hundreds 

of gifts. 

 
 

Thank you to Ritsa Neary,  
Mary Alexis and  

Phyllis Gindlesberger for 
assembling special baskets for our 

shut-ins-- filled with wonderful 
treats. 

Focus on our Community  
Celebrations, Milestones, Comfort & Support 

IN OUR PRAYERS  
 

Bill Asimos    Pat Baker    Sandy Brewer   Nikki Chomakos    Kathy Clewell   Carol Conrow  Barbara Cook        
Mary Lou Elliott    Shannon Elliott    Ted Gillis    Lisa Jacob    Helen Keramidas     

Peter Mannering   Calliope Milios    Christina Nixon    Kay Owens   Barry Dale Price Jr.       
Melissa Renfroe   Teziah Stalling    James Tekin   Mary Thayer   

 

And the persecuted Christians in the Middle East and the non-Christian World 
 

AND FOR THOSE IN  SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 
Helene Carras        Krassimire Ivanov        Michael Mentavlos      Zack Millsaps         

Matthew Millsaps        Amanda Moril         Elias Nickolopoulos        Anton Savin      
  

CONGRATULATIONS  AND BEST W ISHES 
 

To Katherine Marie Callahan who graduated from UNC Chapel Hill with a Masters of Science in 
Public Health Policy & Management and began work as a Graduate Healthcare Administration 

Fellow in November at the V.A. Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN 6) in Durham. 
 

To Eleni Ouzts who received first place in the Archdiocese St. Photios Essay Contest  
 

W ITH  SYMPATHY ON THE PASSING OF  
OUR BELOVED BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN  CHRIST 

 

To the Papanastasiou family on the passing of Pennyõs father, Christos Panagiotopoulos, in 
Asheville in October 2014 

 

To the Heracklis family on the passing of Tinaõs father, Tom Katris, in Florida  
 

To the Wadsworth family on the passing of Cathyõs mother, Frances Kleitches Nixon, 
 in Concord NC 

  

To the Smaragdis family on the passing of Nikitaõs father, George Smaragdis, in New York 
 
 

To the Goldstein and Andraos family on the passing of Bruceõs mother,  
Miriam Gloria Abend,  in Florida 

 

To Christina Bonderer on the passing of her aunt, Jenelle Amerson, in Sumter SC 
 

IN APPRECIATION 
 

TO DIANE  GILBERT  AND COPYCAT  FOR PRINTING  THE  CHURCH  BULLETIN  AND NEWSLETTER  
Please contact the church office with information we may share with the community or to add someone to the prayer 

list.  Also please contact the office when someone is in need of a clergy visit. 

Epiphany -- blessing of the water  
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 Parish council takes oath of office  

On Sunday, January 8th, the Parish Council took the Oath of Office and new officers were elected.  
Parish Council Members (L  to R): Andrew Bahanovich, Theodora Sexstone, John Nichols, Sam Kleto, Patrick Taylor, Father John, Father Steve, 

Deidre Lepkowski, Maria Tzefos-Mortis, Peter Keretsis, Chris Levantis (Not pictured - Mike Diamantis) 
 

Parish Council Officers: President: Deidre Lepkowski, Vice President: Sam Kleto, Secretary: Maria Tzefos Mortis, 
Treasurer: Theodora Sexstone, �$�V�V�¶�W���7�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U�����3�H�W�H�U���.�H�U�H�W�V�L�V�����$�V�V�¶�W���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\����Patrick Taylor 

O ur first service of 2015 was held on New Yearôs Day followed by the cutting of the Vasilopita. A representative from each of our ministries received a 
piece of bread. In the tradition of Vasilopita, a coin is baked into one of the loaves. 
Sam Kleto, representing the Parish Council, received the coin.  
     Afterward, John Shelton surprised Father Steve with a birthday cake offered 
by the community of St. Nektarios ( pictured on left ).  
Father Steve entertained us with his usual wit as it was presented.  

Happy Birthday, Father Steve and may you have many more years.  
                                   Kim Clewell 
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